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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 

Dear Members of the Board of Trustees, Dear Stakeholders, 

2016 was a year of strategic review of our Foundation’s activities. 

The Search Conference, organized with civil society representatives, 

Sabanci Group executives, academics and participants from the 

media, specifically assessed the Foundation’s activities in the last 

decade following the restructuring of the Foundation and proposals 

for future activities were put forward. Outcomes of the Search 

Conference were later assessed at the Decision Conference and a 

shared wisdom for the future of the Foundation was brought about.  

We continued to carry out our activities focusing on “women”, “youth” and “persons with disabilities” 

with our strategic philanthropy approach once again. In these focus areas, we continued to support 

projects carried out by non-governmental organizations (NGOs). We maintained supporting our 

institutions, providing scholarships and granting awards to youth, and supporting culture and art 

events. To summarize our Foundation’s activities during the year: 

 We continued to provide our support to Sabanci University’s operating expenses as we do every 
year.  

 In August 2016, we began to construct Enerjisa Tufanbeyli Vocational and Technical Anatolian High 
School that is to be built through the conditional donation of Enerjisa in the Tufanbeyli district of 
Adana. Designed as a high school with 12 classrooms and a total capacity of 360 students, it is 
scheduled to be opened in the 2017-2018 educational year. 

 We provided scholarships to nearly 1,500 students, 400 of which were new. We awarded successful 
students and young artists like we do every year. We presented awards to our athletes who won a 
gold medal for our country in the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  

 Within the scope of the Social Development Grant Program, we chose new projects developed by 
NGOs working with groups of women, youth and persons with disabilities. Through a total of 60 
projects, we touched the lives of more than 90,000 people directly, and more than 400,000 indirectly. 
In order to share project experiences, we held a meeting with the theme “Sowing Season” and 
collected the stories in a book. 

 Being a component of the United Nations Joint Program for the Improvement of Human Rights for 
Women (UNJP) and continuing since 2007, the Purple Certificate Program carried out by Sabanci 
University in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and with the support of Sabanci Foundation 
following the UNJP was completed in 2015. In 2016, new components were added to the Program 
with the cooperation of Bilgi University. 

 "Turkey’s Changemakers" Program, created to draw attention to the stories and works of people 
who contribute to social development in Turkey and to encourage these people and to inspire the 
society, reached 150 Changemakers during its 7th season in 2016. In its 8th season initiated in October 
2016, the program started to be broadcasted on TV again as it was in previous seasons. The videos 
of the stories of Changemakers were watched more than 8 million times on social media. Thus, the 
program achieved a great success by inspiring many people.  
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 Organized for the 9th time with the theme of “Love for Humanity Despite All”, Sabanci Foundation 
Philanthropy Seminar hosted two guest speakers with interesting life stories, journalist/author 
Amanda Lindhout and human rights activist Waris Dirie, who both put human love first despite all 
the challenges they faced. 

 The Short Film Competition organized for the first time in 2016 with the motto “Short Film, Long 
Impact” and themed “Refugee Women” brought a breath of fresh air to our activities in the field of 
culture and art. We continued to support "State Theaters - Sabanci International Adana Theater 
Festival”, “Turkish National Youth Philharmonic Orchestra”, “International Ankara Music Festival”, 
and “Metropolis Ancient City Excavations”. 

 In 2016, our Foundation added one more to the awards it received. For its Changemakers Program, 
our Foundation was granted a Social Awareness Award by the Institute of Internal Auditing of Turkey 
(TIDE), which is the Turkish representative of the Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) that has more 
than 190,000 members in 170 countries across the world. 

 A member of the European Foundation Centre (EFC) since 1991, our Foundation continued to 
strengthen its existence in the international arena in 2016. As the only foundation from Turkey, our 
Foundation also maintained its significant representative role in the Board of Directors of the EFC in 
the second term as well. In addition, we hosted the Synergos Institute Global Philanthropists Circle 
Meeting in Istanbul. 

 

2017 awaits us as a year when we will implement the outcomes of our strategic review of 2016 by 

furthering our grant program, by developing new support programs for our institutions, and by 

incorporating new components into our programs. We are confident that we will continue on our 

path, further expanding our activities in an effective, sustainable and innovative manner. I would like 

to sincerely thank our Board of Trustees members, our donors, our professional team, all other 

stakeholders, and everyone who has lent us their support and encouragement.  
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STRATEGIC REVIEW 

Restructuring activities and the strategic review which was initiated in 2006 set the strategic 
framework of Sabanci Foundation’s activities between 2006 and 2016. Following the activities oriented 
at social development that are maintained through newly-created grant programs, 2016 was a year 
when reviewing the current situation of the Foundation and identifying a new 10-year strategy and 
programs were aimed. The main goal of the review was described as assessing the developments in 
the philanthropy sector and the Foundation’s activities, and identifying the strategy and programs that 
will further increase the contributions of the Foundation to society. 

 

Search Conference  

The Search Conference was held with the participation of representatives from the academic world, 
civil society, the public sector, the private sector and the media on February 26-27, 2016. At the 
conference, the trends affecting the Foundation’s activities were brainstormed and following the 
assessment of the Foundation’s activities, works on the future planning of the Foundation were carried 
out. After the integration of the common ideas put forward at the conference, specific project 
proposals were made. 

 

Decision Conference 

All activities carried out since the beginning of 2016 were evaluated at the Decision Conference 
organized on September 7, 2016. At the Decision Conference, various criteria were basically set in 
order to assess the project proposals made at the Search Conference and a prioritization was made. 
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Vision, Mission, Values and Areas of Activity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

A foundation bringing into life Sabanci’s philosophy of  
love for humanity 

"Sharing what we have obtained from these lands  
with its people..."  

WHO WE ARE 

VALUES 

PHILOSOPHY 

Love for 
Humanity 

Sincerity Pioneering Sharing 

A society where all individuals  

benefit from their rights equally 

To contribute to education, culture and social 

development and make a difference in the lives of 

individuals 

VISION 

MISSION 

Change in the Foundation since Establishment until Now… 

The primary mission of our Foundation established by Sabanci brothers in 1974 was to share with 

the society based on Haci Omer Sabanci’s principle of “sharing what we have obtained from these 

lands with its people”. We built institutions such as schools, teacher’s centers, dormitories and 

most importantly Sabanci University all around Turkey and we presented scholarships and awards.  

Since 2007, we have adopted one more new approach to our mission: To be a part of the solution 

to social problems. 

As this new approach required a new manner of work, we initiated activities that we call strategic 

philanthropy. We carried out projects with many NGOs or provided grants to their own projects. 

We won the most prestigious awards for our Foundation specifically thanks to our visibility and 

collaborations increasing at an international level in the last decade. 

As the next step in our roadmap, we define our approach as to create a lasting impact. 

 

 



8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We build institutions in the areas of education, culture, 
health and sports 

We encourage students and artists with 
scholarships and awards 

We empower civil society organizations by both giving grants 
and sharing our know-how 

We inspire the society by increasing awareness about 
Changemakers 

We share our knowledge and experience to strengthen 
philanthropy 

We support innovative education with Sabanci University 

We contribute to the solution of social problems by 
cooperating with civil society organizations 

We spread arts and culture activities in the society 

We pioneer the emergence of new approaches and methods 
in the area of philanthropy 

WHAT WE 
DO 

Education Culture&Arts 

Women  Youth 
Persons with 
Disabilities 

Social Change AREAS OF 
ACTIVITY 

FOCUS GROUPS 
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INSTITUTIONS 

New Investments 

 

Adana - Enerjisa Tufanbeyli Vocational and Technical Anatolian High School 

Enerjisa Tufanbeyli Vocational and Technical Anatolian High School is being built by our Foundation 

with the conditional donation of Enerjisa based on the protocol signed between the Governorship of 

Adana and our Foundation in December 2015. The project and bidding processes were completed and 

the construction began in August 2016. The high school to have 12 classrooms and a capacity of 360 

students is planned to be opened in the 2017-2018 educational year. 

 

Sakarya – Toyotasa (Sadika Sabanci) Hospital 

In April 2016, a protocol was signed between the Ministry of Health and our Foundation as a part of 

the renovation of Toyotasa Hospital. The building to be renovated with the support of our Foundation 

is aimed to be reinforced against earthquakes, to be modernized and to have a higher capacity. 
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Sabanci University 

 

Founded under the leadership of Sabanci Foundation, Sabanci 

University offers various degree programs in the School of 

Engineering and Natural Sciences, the School of Arts and Social 

Sciences, and the School of Management located in a single 

campus. As of the 2016-2017 academic year, a total of 4,967 

students are enrolled in the University, 3,931 in undergraduate 

(including prep class students), 768 in graduate and 268 in 

doctoral degree programs. By the end of 2016, 9,208 students 

graduated from the University, 6,041 from undergraduate 

programs, 2,926 from graduate and 241 from doctoral programs. 

Financial support has continued in 2016 for the operational expenses of Sabanci University and for the 

“Sabanci Foundation Endowment Fund” established under Sabanci University. 
 

Maintenance, Repair and Support 

 

Sabanci Foundation’s maintenance and repair activities for its institutions carried on in 2016. A total 

of 23 institutions underwent maintenance and repair with the resources of the Foundation. 

List of Institutions Based on Their Type (Maintenance-Repair-Support) 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Type of Institution 2015 2016 

Educational Institutions 14 8 

Teachers’ Centers 6 5 

Dormitories 3 3 

Cultural Centers 2 3 

Social Facilities 2 2 

Nurseries 1 2 

TOTAL 28 23 

 

Repair and 

Maintenance 

Support for  

23 institutions  

Message from the principal of a school that we built: 
I woud like to thank you, first, on my behalf and on behalf of all our teachers and students for all 
your support, interest and attention for our request of a generator for our school. Education in 
our school was hindered because of power cuts and students used to get cold and become ill. 
However, fortunately, thanks to your support, all these problems disappeared. All our efforts are 
to educate children who are the assurance for our future in the best environment and to raise 
individuals that are devoted to their nation and country. We will hopefully achieve these thanks 
to your support. We would like to extend our gratitude, love and respect to the Foundation’s staff 
for all the support and help you have provided us with until now. We wish you success in your 
activities. 

 

 

9,208 

Sabanci University 

graduates as of 

2016 
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Total Area of the Institutions 

 

The total indoor space of the institutions built by Sabanci Foundation and upon the contribution of the 
Conditional Grant Funds since the establishment of the Foundation is 574,805 m2 including Sabanci 
University.  

 

 
Total: 574,805 m2 

(Sabanci University Included) 

 

 
Total: 392,756 m2 

(Sabanci University Excluded) 

 

  

Libraries
2,819 
1%

Sports 
Facilities
17,310 

3%

Health 
Facilities
35,199

6%

Social 
Facilities
48,241

8%

Dormitories

66,684 
12%

Cultural 
Centers
69,090 

12%
EducationaI

Institutions

335,462 
58%

Libraries

2,819
1%

Sports
Facilities
17,310 

4%

Health 
Facilities 
35,199

9%

Social 
Facilities
48,241 

12%

Dormitories
66,684

17%

Cultural 
Centers
69,090

18%

Educational 
Institutions

153,413 
39%
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SCHOLARSHIPS 

     

  

The number of scholarships awarded by the Foundation since its 

establishment until the end of 2016 has reached over 44,000. We 

provided nearly 1,500 scholarships, 375 of which were new in 2016.  

Our scholarship program, which has no repayment obligation, attracts a 

lot of attention from successful students who start their higher education 

and helps them continue their studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from a previous scholar: 

I was one of the 8 children of a father retired by Bagkur. I got into Medical School. I heard that 

Sabanci Foundation was giving scholarships. Although I did not have much hope, I went to the 

center located in Adana back then. I made an application and I was then eligible for a refundable 

scholarship. I thought I would pay it back anyway (then repayment obligation was removed and 

you sent back all the bills I signed) and I began to receive scholarship. With my scholarship, I was 

even helping out my sibling studying at another university. On the second day of each month, 

when I received the scholarship, I would pray for mercy for the deceased of the Sabanci family and 

also pray for health, happiness, and a prosperous business for all members of the Sabanci family. 

After all this time, I have now become a doctor and almost a week from now, I will be a specialist. 

Everytime I remember it, I thank the whole Sabanci family and you, the valuable staff. Just like you 

helped me and embraced me in difficult times, in the future, I will also help students who embrace 

their country and nation. That is because only those who are financially in a difficult position and 

whose concerns are relieved can understand them like me, a person who is among thousands of 

students you gave a scholarship to. 

 

University  
Admission 

Scholarship 

Scholarship for 
Provinces with 

Priority in 
Development 

Scholarship for 
Students with 

Disabilities 

Sabanci 
Foundation Vista 

Scholarship 

 

More than  

44 thousand 

scholarships  

as of end of 2016 
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The amount of monthly scholarship for the period of 2016-2017 is set to be 450 TL for undergraduates, 

220 TL for associate degree programs (Vista Scholarship), 320 TL for high school students and 215 TL 

for primary school students. Sabanci Foundation scholarships are paid for 9 months between October 

and June. 

Number of Scholars Based on the Type of Scholarship 

     
Type of Scholarship                                                                            
 

New 
Scholars 

Total 
Scholars 

University Admission Scholarships 219 1,002 

Scholarship for Students with 
Disabilities 

14 64 

Scholarship for Provinces with Priority 
in Development  

10 55 

Primary and Secondary Education 
Scholarship 

3 29 

Sabanci Vakfi - Vista Scholarship 83 181 

Conditional Donation Scholarships 12 52 

Other 34 81 

TOTAL 375 1,464 
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AWARDS 

 

The number of awards given by our Foundation and our conditional donors to encourage persons or 

institutions that achieved national or international success in the fields of education, culture and arts 

is over 1,100.   

Sakip Sabanci Education Awards 

The “Sakip Sabanci Education Awards” are given at the end of each academic year to top-three ranking 

graduates from Istanbul Sakip Sabanci Anatolian High School and Adana Sakip Sabanci Secondary 

School. In 2016, a total of 6 students won a TL cash prize of 100 gold coins, with 25, 15, and 10 gold 

coins respectively for the top three ranks.  

 

 

Dilek Sabanci Education Awards  

 

At the end of each academic year, the “Dilek Sabanci 

Education Award” is offered to the top-three ranking 

graduates from Istanbul Dilek Sabanci Vocational 

and Technical Anatolian High School. In 2016, as in 

each year, a TL cash prize of 50 gold coins was 

distributed to the top three ranks, with 25, 15, and 

10 gold coins respectively.  
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Sakip Sabanci Art Awards 

 

As in previous years, first, second and third-ranking students from Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University’s 

Painting, Sculpture and Traditional Turkish Handicraft Departments received a TL cash prize equivalent 

of 40, 25 and 15 gold coins respectively. In total, 9 students were bestowed a TL cash prize equivalent 

of 240 gold coins in 2016. 

 

 

Sakip Sabanci Sports Awards 

Sakip Sabanci Sports Awards are presented to athletes who win a gold medal in the Olympic Games, 

the Paralympic Games and the Special Olympics held every four years. They are also given to athletes 

who win a gold medal in the World Summer Games. A total of 280 gold coins were awarded to 9 

athletes who won a gold medal in the Olympics and Paralympics in 2016. Dilek Sabanci presented the 

awards to the athletes in a ceremony held at Sabanci Center on December 21, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Culture & Art



 
 

20 
 

CULTURE&ARTS 

 

Sabanci Foundation Short Film Competition 

In 2016, the Sabanci Foundation Short Film Competition 

was initiated with the aim of raising awareness about 

social issues through art and by making use of the 

creative perspective of the cinema, and encouraging and 

motivating young talents. In the competition launched 

with the motto “Short Film, Long Impact”, the theme of 

the first year was “Refugee Women”.   

Reza Deghati, a world-famous famous photographer, gave an inspiring message for the competitors: 

“Refugee women are history’s silent heroes. Please join us to give them a voice.” 

Applicants were asked to depict the issue of refugee women with their unique perspective in max. 5 

minutes. On the Short Film Platform (www.kisafilmplatformu.org), 436 user accounts were created 

and 126 of the applications were valid. For the first three films selected by the jury, First Prize was 

15,000 TL, Second Prize 10,000 TL, and Third Prize 5,000 TL in cash and one film won the Honorable 

Mention Prize. 
 
 

 

 

The art director of the competition was Zeynep Atakan. In addition to Emin Alper, Tuba Buyukustun 

and Ebru Ceylan from Turkey, two significant names of the world cinema, Stefan Arsenijevic and Guy 

Seligmann, were also members of the 

jury. Thanks to the Short Film Platform 

Meetings, young filmmakers also had 

the opportunity to meet masters such 

as Tolga Karacelik, Yesim Ustaoglu, 

Sahra Karimi, Baran Seyhan, Levent 

Erden, and Alin Tasciyan and benefit 

form their experiences. 

Mustafa Koray Polat: “This is my first film. I wasn’t expecting this. I am very happy. I had a baby girl three 
weeks ago. When I held her in my arms for the first time, I heard the moment when Necla said “I have four 
children and I want to make them live” in the film. I would like to say that I will use this prize for Necla to 
make her children live. That is because they are real heroes… All those mothers struggling for their children’s 
survival… I am accepting this prize for them.” 

 

First Prize: Wall 

Mustafa Koray Polat 
Second Prize: Refugee 

Ramazan Kilic 

Third Prize: Border 

Ali Riza Erdemir 

Honorable Mention:  

Life in the Eye 

Melih Can Durser, Beyza Kaya 

http://www.kisafilmplatformu.org/
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State Theaters – Sabanci International Adana Theater Festival  

 

Held each year since 1998 with the 

cooperation of Sabanci Foundation and 

the General Directorate of State Theaters, 

“Sabanci International Adana Theater 

Festival” hosts numerous national and 

international ensembles. The event, 

which is the only international festival 

that lasts for a full month, has attracted 

nearly 1 million theater lovers in 18 

years. 

 

Held for the 18th time in 2016, State Theaters - Sabanci International Adana Theater Festival hosted a 

total of 23 plays, 16 from Turkey and 7 from abroad. Offered since 2005 with a view to pay homage to 

masters who played a chief role in the development of the art of drama, the “Sakip Sabanci Lifetime 

Achievement Award” was presented to the distinguished actor Erdal Ozyagcilar in 2016.  
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Turkish National Youth Philharmonic Orchestra  

 

Supported by our Foundation since 

2009, founded by the conductor 

Cem Mansur, and composed of 

young musicians selected from the 

leading conservatories of Turkey, 

the Turkish National Youth 

Philharmonic Orchestra events have so far exhibited a successful track record. In 2016, the Foundation 

supported the Turkish National Youth Philharmonic Orchestra, which carries out its activities under the 

umbrella of the Cultural Awareness Foundation. 

The young musicians of the Orchestra, who collaborate with international orchestras and festivals, 

attended a three-week intensive training program with Cem Mansur and expert trainers of various 

instrument groups in the training camp at Sabanci University. The Orchestra staged a total of 9 

concerts, 8 abroad and 1 in Turkey.  
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International Ankara Music Festival 

Sabanci Foundation, which has been an Honorary Member of Sevda-Cenap And Music Foundation 

since 2008, sustained its support for arts in 2016 through continued endorsement of the International 

Ankara Music Festival. Held for the 33rd time in 2016, the Festival hosted more than 400 musicians 

from 19 countries staging performances from a variety of genres including symphonic music, ethnic 

music, contemporary music, flamenco, dance music and classical music with humor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metropolis Archeological Excavations 

Sabanci Foundation has been supporting the archeological 

excavations by way of funding the Metropolis Supporters 

Society (MESEDER) since 2003 and continued its support in 

2016. Metropolis was opened to visits as an archeological 

site in 2015. Upon conclusion of the excavation work for 

2016, the number of small artifacts recorded so far totaled 

up to more than 11,000. During the excavation activities in 

2016, glass and ceramics unearthed gave clues about the 

commercial life in the city. A glass production oven was 

found in the Roman Bath.  

  



Programs and
International Relations
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PROGRAMS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 

Sabanci Foundation aims to “create equal opportunities for women, youth and persons with 

disabilities and contribute to the development of environments that support the active participation 

of these groups into society” within the scope of its programs strategy. In this regard, certain activities 

are carried out within the scope of grant programs, seminars and partnerships. 

Social Development Grant Program  

 

Within the scope of the Social Development Grant Program, Sabanci Foundation places an emphasis 

on the overlapping issues of the fields of women, youth and persons with disabilities and supports a 

more holistic approach to the activities among these fields. In this regard, supported projects and 

activities carried out in the women and the disability fields are aimed to bring in a “Youth Dimension”, 

projects in the youth and disability fields are aimed to bring in a “Gender Dimension”, and women and 

youth activities are aimed to bring in a “Disability Dimension”. The projects applying to the Grant 

Program on women, youth and persons with disabilities are required to focus on the issues of “social 

equality”, “economic participation” and “social participation”. 

The Social Development Grant Program, which started in 2008, received 1,718 applications from 78 

cities in Turkey as of 2016. 60 projects were selected among these and were carried out in 72 cities 

with a total grant support of 10.5 million TL.  

 

 

 

A young woman with Down syndrome who is 
employed thanks to a project supported by 
Sabanci Foundation: “My advice for everyone is 
that they should work because working is very 
soothing. I have a problem. Staying home because 
of it was very wearisome. Now my life has 
changed. At home I used to play games on the 
computer the whole day. Now it’s gone because I 
have a job and it’s wonderful.” 
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Sowing Season: Experience Sharing Meeting 

On October 13, 2016 the “Sowing Season” meeting was held and 8 institutions that completed their 

projects in 2016 shared their experiences. The meeting took place at Sabanci Center with the 

participation of 210 representatives from NGOs, public institutions and the media. Sowing Season: 

Grant Program Stories Book including the stories of 8 projects supported in 2015 and completed in 

2016 was also shared with the guests at the meeting.  

 

Monitoring and Evaluation Works under the Grant Program 

In order to assess the results of the 8 projects supported in 2015 and make grant processes more 

effective, the goals of each project were put forward together with all institutions and these projects 

were monitored in line with these concrete and measurable goals. 

 

 

 

From a project supported by Sabanci 

Foundation in the area of early and forced 

marriages… 

Busra Nur Sahin (aged 18): “I was curious 
about the seminar so I went. As I listened I felt 
inspired and full of hope. Then when they told 
us they would help girls get schooling, I was 
further filled with hope. At first I didn’t think 
they would call me back but they called that 
night. Two days later I was enrolled.” 
 
A female interviewee: “Are you really here 
for us? Girl, nobody ever expressed interest in 
my life story.” 
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2016 Social Development Grant Program - Project Selection Process  

In 2016, only the applications of institutions previously supported by Sabanci Foundation Grant 

Programs (Social Development Grant Program, Changemakers Grant Program, and United Nations 

Joint Program Grant Program) were accepted as eligible in order to find lasting solutions to certain 

problems and to sustain the created impact within the context of the Social Development Grant 

Program. 

375 applications were evaluated by experts in Sabanci Foundation and by independent consultants 

and the projects to receive grant support were selected. 

Project Title Conducted by Project Objective 

I am Independent Because I Work (2) Down Syndrome Association Social Participation 
Economic Participation 

A Story of Mardin Mardin Culture Association  Social Participation 

Initiative of University Students with 
Disabilities (3) 

Association of Persons with 
Visual Impairments in Education 

Social Justice, 
Social Participation 

Equal Participation in Education 
Bilgi University Sociology and 
Education Implementation and 
Research Center 

Social Justice 

First Step in Education: Inclusive 
Preschool Education 

Tohum Autism Foundation Social Justice 

Supporting Local Civil Society 
Organizations 

Women Life Center Association Social Participation  

 

 

Purple Certificate Program 

 

The Purple Certificate Program is a gender equality training 

program basically intended for teachers and it is a component 

of the United Nations Joint Program for Promoting the Human 

Rights of Women which was completed in 2015. Carried out by 

Sabanci University with the support of the Sabanci Foundation 

and in cooperation with the Ministry of National Education after 

the United Nations Joint Program was completed and has been 

maintained since 2007, the Purple Certificate Program has so 

far reached 3,000 teachers in 17 provinces and given certificates to 345 teachers. A cooperation with 

Bilgi University was made within the scope of the program and work on teacher candidates, primary 

school teachers and middle school students was incorporated into the program. 
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Gender Awareness Certificate Program for Students from Education Faculties 

It is a program carried out by Sabanci University, the Purple Certificate team and Bilgi University Center 

for Sociology and Education Studies (SECBIR) and aimed at providing students studying in faculties of 

education with training focused on “Gender Awareness and Discrimination” by relevant experts. In 

April and May, 2016 workshops were organized with 35 students from the faculties of education for 

the dissemination of gender awareness in universities. 28 participants were qualified for a certificate. 

 

Gender Awareness Activities For University Students and Middle School Students: 

“Gender Equality Through Games Workshop” 

It is a program realized by Sabanci University, the Purple Certificate team and Bilgi University Child 

Studies Unit (COCA) and it includes gender awareness increasing activities that university students 

carry out with middle school students. Materials and gender-themed box games produced by COCA 

are used in the activities. The activities were supervised by experienced volunteers of COCA. Game 

workshops aimed to increase gender equality awareness in children at middle school age, when 

fractures regarding gender roles occur, with the support of the university youth with whom they could 

easily establish relationships. A total of 52 university students from Bilgi University and Sabanci 

University carried out activities that increased gender awareness with 236 middle school students. 

 

Gender Awareness Developing Workshops with Primary School Teachers 

Realized with the participation of 20 teachers who work as primary school teachers for grades 1-4, 

English teachers and psychological counseling and guidance teachers at different public and private 

schools in Istanbul, the aim of the workshops was to contribute to filling the gap in approaches and 

materials used for providing equality and increasing gender awareness in primary school children. At 

the end of the workshop carried out with 20 teachers, teachers began to develop materials about 

gender equality. 

 
Posters about gender equality prepared by children after the «Why Not?» game 
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Turkey’s Changemakers Program  

 

Sabanci Foundation, which focuses on creating unique, innovative and lasting values to realize the 

potential of social development and to pass down the consciousness of social awareness to future 

generations, shares the unique stories of extraordinary people through “Turkey’s Changemakers” 

program, creates awareness and inspires by encouragement. 

 

Since 2009, for seven seasons, out of more than 1,700 candidates nominated by the public, the stories 

of 145 “Changemakers” selected by the Advisory Board were filmed and broadcasted. The 7th season 

finale of “Turkey’s Changemakers” was broadcasted in “5N1K” program presented by Cuneyt Ozdemir 

on CNN Turk and Kanal D TV channels. In the program which was attended by Guler Sabanci, the 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees, and 15 Changemakers selected in the 7th season, change-making 

stories were shared with the public. 

 
 

The 8th season of Turkey’s Changemakers program began to be shared on social media on October 28, 

2016. As of the end of 2016, videos of 150 Changemakers selected from among more than 2,000 

applications were shared on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Instagram as well as on Turkey’s 

Changemakers web site. 
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 Changemakers (7th Season) Category 

1 Acik Radio Civic Participation 

2 Ayca Arslan Ergul Education 

3 Ayse Tukrukcu  Social Justice 

4 Basic Needs Association 
Economic 

Development 

5 Basri Koylu Health 

6 Cagan Sekercioglu Education 

7 Co-Pedal Association  Social Justice 

8 Dervish Father Coffeehouse  Social Justice 

9 Dogruluk Payi Civic Participation 

10 Fatma Ayan Education 

11 Nurten Akkus Education 

12 SosyalBen Association Education 

13 
The Hope Foundation for 
Children with Cancer 

Health 

14 Vote and Beyond Civic Participation 

15 Yuvarla Social Startup Civic Participation 

 
 

In its 8th season initiated in October 2016, the program 
started to be broadcasted on TV once again as in its 
previous seasons. Every month, two Changemakers are 
introduced in the TV program of Cuneyt Ozdemir at the 
CNN Turk TV channel and also through channels of social 
media.   
 

 

Applications are made on Turkey’s Changemakers Program web site (www.farkyaratanlar.org). 

Applicants are evaluated by the Advisory Board to select Turkey’s Changemakers. Changemakers are 

expected to create an impact in at least one of these fields: Civic Participation, Culture-Arts, Economic 

Development, Education, Environment, Health and Social Equality. 

Each episode of the program is published online in Turkish at www.farkyaratanlar.org and with Turkish 

and English subtitles at www.sabancivakfi.org. Program videos are also published at 

www.hurriyet.com.tr, www.T24.com.tr, www.onedio.com and www.cumhuriyet.com.tr web sites in 

Turkish, at www.hurriyetdailynews.com web site in English, and also in English and Turkish on social 

media sites such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. As of the end of 2016, videos of the stories of 

Changemakers were watched more than 8 million times on social media. Thus, a great success was 

achieved in the inspiration process of the program. 

  

The Teacher Not Confining 
Education to Classroom: Fatma 
Ayan 
Fatma Ayan enabled an idle 
school which was about to be 
closed to be reincluded into the 
system. She did not confine 
education to classrooms. She 
strived for children’s different 
skills to improve. She made that 
school a favorite place in the 
area. With her educational 
methods and projects, she made 
a huge difference in children’s 
lives. 

http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/acik-radio
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/ayca-arslan-ergul
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/ayse-tukrukcu
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/basic-needs-association
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/basri-koylu
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/cagan-sekercioglu
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/co-pedal-association
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/dervish-father-coffeehouse
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/dogruluk-payi
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/fatma-ayan
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/nurten-akkus
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/sosyalben-association
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/sosyalben-association
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/the-hope-foundation-to-children-with-cancer
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/the-hope-foundation-to-children-with-cancer
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/vote-and-beyond
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/page/yuvarla-social-startup
http://www.farkyaratanlar.org/
http://www.sabancivakfi.org/
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Philanthropy Seminar 

 

Sabanci Foundation enables information sharing 

about new approaches in foundations and civil 

society by bringing together representatives 

from civil society, foundations, private sector and 

public sector institutions and international 

experts. In this respect, the 9th “Sabanci 

Foundation Philanthropy Seminar” titled “Love 

for Humanity Despite All” was held on December 

8, 2016. Moderated by Sirin Payzin, the seminar 

hosted two speakers who have interesting life 

stories that put human love before everything 

else despite the hardships they went through: 

journalist/author Amanda Lindhout and human 

rights activist and model Waris Dirie. 

 

 

 Waris Dirie Amanda Lindhout 
 

Waris Dirie, who is a model, writer, and human 
rights activist, was born into a nomadic family in 
Somalia. After she suffered from female genital 
mutilation, she fled her home when she was 
forced to marry an old man when she was 13. She 
worked in various jobs for four years in London 
and then became a model. From 1997 to 2003, 
she acted as UN Special Ambassador for the 
Elimination of Female Genital Mutilation. In 
2002, she founded the Desert Flower Foundation 
to fight female genital mutilation. In 2010, Dirie 
was appointed as the Peace Ambassador of the 
African Union. 

  

Amanda Lindhout is a New York Times best-
seller author, speaker and journalist. She was 
held hostage for 460 days in Somalia where she 
went as a journalist in 2008. After she was 
released, Lindhout embarked on philanthropy 
work in the area and in 2010, she founded the 
Global Enrichment Foundation to support 
women and children in Somalia and Kenya. Her 
book “A House in the Sky” published in 2013 
became a New York Times best-seller and won 
many awards. 

Messages from the Seminar 

 

We can relate to each other more. We all have a 
story, as a human being, we all have a story. But 
to share that story and encourage and push 
others, it is a value, it is good. I would like to say 
to women who think they can’t do anything: 
“Find your strength, you have the strength and 
you can do it. Do not shut your mouth and accept 
any abuse or injustice or unkindness in your life. 
You can do better in your life. Chase your love, 
dreams and joy.” 
 

Everything begins with a choice and a 
commitment to that. It can even be as simple as 
making a commitment to be compassionate 
everyday. Whatever ways that show up that day. 
Being a compassionate person is like pointing 
your feet in that direction and walking on that 
path to help others. 
Being committed to doing that will create more 
opportunities to contribute in bigger ways. The 
more committed you become to being that 
person and walking on that path, more 
opportunities will come. 
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International Relations 
 

Sabanci Foundation’s membership to the European Foundation Centre (EFC) and to the Council on 

Foundations (COF) continued in 2016.  
 

Being a member of the European Foundation Centre since 1991, Sabanci Foundation has improved its 

relations with the center in recent years and taken important roles by attending general assemblies 

and conferences. 
 

European Foundation Centre 2016 General Assembly and Conference 
 

The 26th Annual General Assembly Meeting and Conference of the European Foundation Centre (EFC) 

was held in Amsterdam on May 26-28, 2016. Selected to the EFC Board of Directors in 2011 as one of 

the two foundations receiving the highest vote among 42 candidates, Sabanci Foundation maintains 

its duties as a member of the Board of Directors, to which it became a member for the second time in 

2014. 
 

Sabanci Foundation hosted a session together with the EFC Gender Equality Thematic Network on the 

second day of the EFC Annual Meeting. Rana Kotan, the Director of Programs and International 

Relations at Sabanci Foundation, presented a case on the education of refugees in the session titled 

“What’s gender got to do with it?” and moderated for this case to be considered within a gender 

equality perspective. 
 

European Consortium of Foundations on Human Rights and Disability 

Sabanci Foundation is a founding member of the European Consortium of Foundations on Human 

Rights and Disability that was established in 2009 in order to bring together donor foundations and 

other stakeholders on the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities. Sabanci Foundation is one of the founding members of the consortium and it is the sole 

member invited from Turkey. Other founding members of the consortium are foundations operating 

in Italy, France, Portugal and Ireland. Consortium continued its operations in 2016. Sabanci Foundation 

was represented in the Consortium Meeting that took place in May 2016. 
 

The European Foundation Center Gender Thematic Group 

Sabanci Foundation joined the European Foundation Center Gender Thematic Group as a founding 

member, which was founded in 2014. In addition to Sabanci Foundation, which is a founding member 

of the group and the only foundation invited from Turkey, the other founding members of the group 

are Barrow Cadburry Trust, King Baudouin Foundation and Mama Cash Foundation. Sabanci 

Foundation hosted a session of the EFC General Assembly meeting and presented a case on refugees 

in Amsterdam in May. 
 

Synergos Global Philanthropists Circle (GPC) 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Sabanci Foundation Ms. Guler Sabanci is a member of the GPC 

since 2010. The platform established by David Rockefeller and his daughter Peggy Dulany Rockefeller 

brings together 65 philanthropic family representatives from more than 25 countries. Sabanci 

Foundation hosted the Synergos Institute Global Philanthropists Circle Meeting in Istanbul on 

September 29, 2016. Ms. Guler Sabanci also participated in the meeting which took place in New York 

as a follow-up to this meeting.  
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Clinton Global Initiative 

Clinton Global Initiative (CGI), to which Guler Sabanci, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Sabanci 

Foundation, became a member in 2012 was established in 2005 by the former US President Bill Clinton 

in order to bring a number of global leaders together around global issues, strengthen them and 

motivate them to act. The CGI annual meetings have so far brought together hundreds of presidents, 

prominent businesspeople, presidents of foundations and NGOs as well as philanthropists and Nobel 

laureates.  

 

Supported Events 

 

Synergos Experience Sharing Meeting (September 29, 2016) 

Sabanci Foundation hosted the Experience Sharing Meeting organized by Synergos at Sabanci Center 

on September 29, 2016. Guler Sabanci, Sabanci Foundation Chair of the Board of Trustees, hosted the 

meeting that touched upon activities carried out regarding the refugee crisis influencing the Middle 

East and Europe. High-level executives and representatives from prestigious foundations and 

universities from both Turkey and abroad attended the meeting. Fatma Sahin, a former Minister of 

Family and Social Policies and the current Metropolitan Municipality Mayor of Gaziantep, was also a 

guest speaker in the meeting, where activities carried out with Syrian refugees in Gaziantep were 

shared with representatives from foundations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Synergos “Gaziantep, Turkey: An Effective Model of Holistic Integration of Syrian Refugees” Meeting 

(November 3, 2016) 

Activities carried out in Gaziantep by Ms. Fatma Sahin attracted great interest in the Synergos 

Experience Sharing Meeting held in Istanbul. Sahin was invited to the US to make a presentation at the 

New York office of Synergos in order for these activities to reach wider audiences. At the meeting that 

took place on November 3, 2016, Fatma Sahin was accompanied by Sabanci Foundation Chairman of 

the Board of Trustees Guler Sabanci and Koc Foundation Chairperson of the Board of Directors 

Semahat Arsel. Sahin mentioned the problems of Syrian refugees such as education, healthcare, 

shelter, and early marriage and talked about the solutions they found to these issues at the meeting 

to which Sabanci Foundation contributed.   
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Events Participated in as Guest Speaker 

 

International Day of the Girl Child Conference (October 11, 2016) 

Sabanci Foundation General Manager Zerrin 

Koyunsagan was a speaker at the conference 

organized by Aydin Dogan Foundation on the 

occasion of October 11 the International Day of 

the Girl Child. In the conference with speakers 

from the UN and representatives from domestic 

and foreign institutions working for the 

empowerment of girls, Guler Sabanci’s 

statement “We managed to school Ayse 

together with Ali, yet Ali is the one who graduates” that she made for the International Day of the Girl 

Child came to the fore. 

 

Grantmakers East Forum (December 1, 2016) 

The Grantmakers East Forum Conference, organized by 

EFC-member foundations providing grants, was held in 

Hamburg in 2016. The theme for the Forum was 

“philanthropic response to refugee challenges”. Rana 

Kotan, the Director of Programs and International 

Relations at Sabanci Foundation, was a guest speaker in 

the “innovative approaches to women refugee needs” 

session in the Forum where almost a hundred local and 

foreign participants were present. 

 
Articles Published 

Sabanci Foundation Grant Programs Supervisor Hilal Baykara’s article summarizing her impression of 

the Advancing Human Rights Report published by the International Human Rights Funders Group 

(IHRFG) in 2016 was also published on the website of the IHRFG and on various philanthropy blogs.  

 

 

 

  



Financial Tables
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FINANCIAL TABLES 

 

 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT REPORT 

 

Following an audit on 2016 accounts of Haci Omer Sabanci Foundation, its actual position as well as 

accounting records and documents in accordance with the provisions of the General Communiqué no 

3 related to the Law No 3568 as well as the applicable legislation referred to in that Communiqué, our 

opinion is that: 

1. The Balance Sheet, Income-Expense Statement and Final Budget reflect a true and fair view of the 

results of the Foundation’s operations during the financial year 01.01.2016 and 31.12.2016; 

2. The Tax Exemption granted by the Council of Ministers must be maintained and remain valid and 

applicable on the grounds that those conditions and requirements sought for obtaining a Tax 

Exemption status have been duly fulfilled. 

  

Istanbul, 27.02.2017 

  

(signed/ sealed) 

Ahmet CESUR 

Certified Public Accountant 
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HACI OMER SABANCI FOUNDATION BALANCE SHEET AS OF 31.12.2016 (TL) 

 

I- CURRENT ASSETS 85,247,504.73 113,696,955.87 I-SHORT-TERM LIABILITIES 176,960.11 473,405.84

 CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENT 84,958,351.69 112,366,964.07  FINANCIAL DEBTS - -

 Cash - -  DEBTS 26,811.09 135,371.24

 Bank Accounts 84,958,351.69 112,366,964.07  Suppliers 26,811.09 135,371.24

 Checks and Payment Orders Delivered (-) - -  OTHER FINANCIAL DEBTS - -

 SECURITIES - -  ADVANCES RECEIVED - -

 Public Sector-Issued Bonds, Notes and Debentures - -  TAXES AND OTHER LIABILITIES PAYABLE 150,149.02 338,034.60

 Other Securities - -  Taxes and Funds Payable 96,174.17 223,365.65

 RECEIVABLES - -  Social Security Deductions Payable 53,974.85 114,668.95

 Notes Receivable - -  DEBTS AND EXPENSE PROVISIONS - -

 OTHER RECEIVABLES 53,005.90 941,625.70  INCOME&EXPENSE ACCRUALS FOR MONTHS AHEAD - -

 STOCKS - -  OTHER SHORT-TERM LIABILITIES - -

 INCOME&EXPENSE ACCRUALS FOR MONTHS AHEAD 236,147.14 388,391.10 II-LONG-TERM LIABILITIES 14,898.75 17,969.07

 OTHER REVOLVING ASSETS - -25.00  FINANCIAL DEBTS - -

 Job Advances - -25.00  DEBTS 14,898.75 17,969.07

 Personnel Advances - -  Deposits and Guarantees Received 14,898.75 17,969.07

II- FIXED ASSETS 396,124,585.88 396,253,665.23  OTHER DEBTS - -

 RECEIVABLES 19,723.21 598.21  ADVANCES RECEIVED - -

 Deposits and Guarantees Delivered 19,723.21 598.21  PROVISIONS FOR DEBTS AND EXPENSES - -

 OTHER RECEIVABLES - -  INCOME&EXPENSE ACCRUALS FOR MONTHS AHEAD - -

 FINANCIAL FIXED ASSETS 389,800,744.48 390,154,485.32  OTHER LONG-TERM LIABILITIES - -

 Affiliates 389,800,744.48 390,154,485.32 III-SHAREHOLDERS’ EQUITY 481,180,231.75 509,459,246.19

 TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 6,095,442.12 5,936,986.09  CAPITAL 396,851,824.33 397,205,552.43

 Buildings 7,051,079.85 7,051,067.11  Initial Assets and Properties 5.00 5.00

 Vehicles 87,946.73 -  Increases in Assets and Properties 396,851,819.33 397,205,547.43

 Heavy Fixtures 306,229.55 315,325.86  CAPITAL RESERVES - -

 Accumulated Depreciation (-) -1,349,814.01 -1,429,406.88  Other Capital Reserves - -

 INTANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 208,676.07 161,595.61  PROFIT RESERVES 40,361,127.01 55,984,246.78

 Rights 119,132.63 123,206.64  Other Profit Reserves 21,385,621.22 33,953,677.85

 Special Costs 242,774.64 242,774.64  Contingent Donator and Investment Funds 18,975,505.79 22,030,568.93

 Accumulated Amortization and Depletion Allowances (-) -153,231.20 -204,385.67  Investment Funds - -

 ASSETS SUBJECT TO DEPLETION - -  PAST YEAR INCOME - -

 EXPENSE ACCRUALS FOR FUTURE YEARS - -  PAST YEAR LOSSES(-) - -

 OTHER FIXED ASSETS - -  NET INCOME/EXPENSE SURPLUS 43,967,280.41 56,269,446.98

 Financial Year’s Net Income Surplus 43,967,280.41 56,269,446.98

TOTAL ASSETS 481,372,090.61 509,950,621.10 TOTAL LIABILITIES 481,372,090.61 509,950,621.10

OUT-OF-BALANCE SHEET ACCOUNTS 151,406,331.69 160,783,902.16 OUT-OF-BALANCE SHEET ACCOUNTS 151,406,331.69 160,783,902.16

GRAND TOTAL FOR ASSETS 632,778,422.30 670,734,523.26 GRAND TOTAL FOR LIABILITIES 632,778,422.30 670,734,523.26

ASSETS LIABILITIES31.12.2015 31.12.2016 31.12.2015 31.12.2016
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HACI OMER SABANCI FOUNDATION INCOME-EXPENSE STATEMENT (TL)  

(01.01.2016 - 31.12.2016)  

  PREVIOUS TERM CURRENT TERM 

  01.01.2015-31.12.2015 01.01.2016-31.12.2016 

      

GROSS SALES 39,050,950.84 51,495,302.85 

    Donations and Aids 39,050,950.84 51,495,302.85 

     

OTHER DISCOUNTS (-) -1,033.24 -3,739.44 

Assets added to the estate (-) -1,033.24 -3,739.44 

     

GROSS SALES PROFIT OR LOSS 39,049,917.60 51,491,563.41 

     

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 64,967,795.48 76,449,868.21 

   Overhead Expenses 3,575,796.03 5,158,360.43 

   Expenses Towards the Objectives  61,391,999.45 71,291,507.78 

     

BUSINESS PROFIT OR LOSS  -25,917,877.88 -24,958,304.80 

    (Income-Expense Surplus)    

     

NON-OPERATIONAL INCOME  100,753,511.75 116,707,601.88 

    Dividend income from affiliates 16,583,763.73 16,736,238.63 

    Net Interest Income 5,430,105.19 8,158,747.76 

            Gross Interest Income  7,723,662.57  9,607,623.02 

            Taxes and Funds Paid -2,293,557.38 -1,448,875.26 

    Foreign Exchange Profits 2,258,147.00 2,745,493.35 

    Other Ordinary Income and Profits 9,000.00 10,000.00 

    Conditional Donator Fund Net Income 38,395,340.88 44,270,931.17 
    Income Surplus from the Previous 
Financial Term 38,077,153.61 43,967,280.41 
    Other Extraordinary Income and Profit 1.34 818,910.56 

     

NON-OPERATIONAL EXPENSES (-) -507,226.45 -881,224.54 

     
INCOME OR EXPENSE SURPLUS FOR THE 
TERM 74,328,407.42 90,868,072.54 

     

PROFIT RESERVES -30,361,127.01 -34,598,625.56 
   Reserves 11,385,621.22 12,568,056.63 

   Conditional Donator Funds 18,975,505.79 22,030,568.93 

     

NET INCOME - EXPENSE SURPLUS FOR 
THE TERM 

43,967,280.41 56,269,446.98 

 

 



www.sabancivakfi.org


